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[Dr. Beard’s Sermon Concluded. | 


Look at the condition of the human race atth.is moment. Three 
fourths of the world are lying in total darkness. There isno hope 
except through the agency of Christendom. Where are the meu 
who will carry the intelligence of redeeming, dying love to ignorant 
and degraded heathen men? If we had the primitive spirit we could 
furnish our proportion of the men. It is believed that before the 
death of the Apostles the gospel had been preached in every part of 
the world then known. And yet they were few in number, and the 
opposition was great. Look at the present resources of the Church, 
and the number of its ministers. We believe that the dawn of the 
latter day is approaching. With such means, With such facilities why 
is it nothastened? Why is not the world convertedto God? Let us 
have a ministry of the right spirit, and the work will soon be done. 
True, a preparatory training is necessary. But the same spirit which 
would prompt to the work, should prompt to the preparation. Tell 
me not of the ignorance of the Apostles. They did not commence 
their labor till they were ready, but when furnished, they were thor- 
oughly furnished, and their devotion was incessant. Does not the 
church now need such a ministry? 

3d. We may learn from this subject the reason why the church has 
fallen so farshort of accomplishing the great objects of its institution. 
God intends through the instrumentality of the Church to convert the 
world, and through the agency of the ministry to keep up the Church. 
If the Church is below its proper position—if it is falling short of its 
high destiny, I hesitate not to place the blame at the door of the min- 
istry. The old adage is true, “ like priest, like people.” From their 
circumstances and relations the ministry must exert a forming and 
controlling influence upon the people. The history of all antiquity 
illustrates this truth. The Church did not corrupt the Pope and the 
Priesthood; but these corrupted the Church. The Reformation did 
not produce Luther, but Luther produced the Reformation. The end- 
less divisions which have been made in the Church from time imme- 
morial have not been made by the choice of the laity; but have arisen 
from the wT and ambition of aspiring ecclesiastics. Search the 
history of the Church and you will find this to be true. Will not thea 
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the account of the ministry be fearful for the influence which they ex- 
ert? ButI return to my position, if the Church is not where she 
should be, it is because the ministry are not where they should be. 


* Let Zion’s wachmen now awake, 
And take the alarm they give; 

Oh! let them from the mouth of God 
Their solemn charge receive. 

Go watch for souls for whom the Lord 
Did heavenly bliss forego; 

For souls that must forever live 

In rapture or in wo! 


If the ministry are secular, covetous, and avaricious, devoted to 
worldly pursuits, full of a worldly spirit, is it a matter of surprise if 
the Church should be so too? Is not the religion of the Savioura 
system of self-denial, of labor, of sacrifice; and are not the ministry 
to take the lead in exemplifying these stern requisitions? And if they 
take the lead, will they not be followed by the mass of the people? 
What influence did the example of the Apostles have? They renoun- 
ced all for Christ’s sake. Their fol’owers, in im‘tation of their exam- 
ple sold their possessions, and created a comm n stock. This may 
not be a proper model for us, but the fact illustrates my position. I 
then repeat, if the Church is below her proper place, if she has lost 
her moral power, if she is illiberal, selfish and secular, I lay the blame 
at the door of the ministry. 

4th. We may learn from this subject something of the prospects 
of the Church, when she shall be properly furnished, fully harnessed 
for her work. When her ministry are multiplied, properly inspirited, 
and spreading themselves over the earth as ahost of martyrs, ready to 
spend cnd be spent, then may we expect to realize the brightest visions 
of the Prophets, ‘‘ The wilderness and the solitary place shall be glad 
for them, and the desert shall rejoice and blossom as the rose. Every 
valley shall be exalted, and every mountain and hill shall be made low; 
and the crooked shall be made straight, and the rough places plain: 
and the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it 
together; for the mouth of the Lord hath spoken it. The sun shall be 
no more thy light by day; neither for brightness shall the moon give 
light unto thee; but the Lord shall be unto tee an everlasting light, 
and thy Godthyglory. Thy sun shall no more go down, neither shall 
thy moon withdraw itself, for the Lord shall be thine everlasting light, 
and the days of thy mourning shall be ended.” 

If twelve men wrought such wonders as are attributed to the Apos- 
tles, and in so short a time, what may we expect from the whole un- 
numbered host of God, when fully imbued with the primitive spirit? 
When kings shall become nursing fathers, and queens nursing mo- 
thers—when “ the kings of Tarshish and of the isles shall bring pres- 
ents; the kings of Theba and Seba shall offer gifts’’—when the Pro- 
vidence of God shall levy a contribution upon earth’s vast resources 
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for the accomplishment of the purposes of mercy, and the restoration 
of a guilty race. Then surely shall the earth bring forth at once, and a 
nation be bornin a day. Then shall it be said to the north, ‘‘ Give up: 
and to the south, keep not back; bring my sons from far, and my 
daughters from the ends of the earth.”” Should not such a prospect 
stimulate the Church, and especially her ministry, to increased exer- 
tion that the introduction of her brightest and most glorious day may 
be hastened, and her long conflict crowned with victory? And may 
we who are here assembled, this solemn hour, and in these solemn 
circumstances, renew our covenant before God that henceforth we 
will be more fully devoted to the great interests of the kingdom of our 
blessed Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ! O God, may we be new men 
and new ministers. 


—_—_— TES ESSE ar rere 


A LECTURE, 


BY REV. R. D. MORROW. 


ON THE EXTENT OF CHRISTIAN DUTY. 


“* Whether therefore, ye eat or drink, or whatsoever ye do, do all io the 
glory of God.” Ist Cor., 10, 31. 


The religion of Jesus is intended to bring man back to God, from 
whom he is far gone; and make him a proper subject for heaven and 
eternal happiness. To do this it must take hold of the whole man, 
and through the regenerating and sanctifying influences of the Holy 
Spirit, change the disposition of the heart; and ultimately perfect the 
man in holiness. This being the fact, we are authorised to look for 
corresponding actions. He, therefore, is the truly religious man, who 
lives no longer to his own will, or the way and spirit of the world; 
but to the sole will of God. Hence the Apostle says, ‘‘ Whether, 
therefure, ye eat or drink, or whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of 
God.” 

We propose to treat on three important ideas in this passage, and 

I. We can please God in no state, or employment in life, but 
by devoting it to his glory. 

II. Persons of all orders and ranks in society are under obliga- 
tions to devote themselves unto God. 

I{I. Devotion affords the greatest enjoyment of the present life, 
and of the life to come. 

I. We can please God in no state or employment in life, but by 
devoting it to his glory. 

As a good christian should consider every place as holy, because 
God is there; so he should look upon every part of his life as a matter 
of holiness, because it is to be offered unto Ged. The profession of 
a preacher is a holy profession, because it is a ministration in holy 
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things, an attendance at the altar. But worldly business is to be 
made holy unto the Lord by being done as service unto him, in obedi- 
ence to his holy will. For, as all men and all things in the world as 
truly belong to God as those places, things, and persons that are de- 
voted to divine service, so all things should be used, and persons 
should act in their several states and employments for the glory of God. 
Persons of worldly business must not look upon themselves as at lib- 
erty to live to themselves, to sacrifice to their own humor and temper, 
because their employment is of a worldly nature. 

But they must consider that, as the world and all worldly business 
as properly belong to God as those persons and things that are devoted 
to the service of the altar; soit is as much the duty of men in world- 
ly business to live wholly unto God, as it is the duty of those who are 
devoted to divine service. As the whole world is God’s, so the whole 
world should act for God, as all things are God’s, so all things are to 
be used and regarded as the things of God. For men to abuse things 
on earth, and live unto themselves is the same kind of rebellion against 
God, as for angels to abuse things in heaven; because God is the same 
Lord of all on earth, as he is the Lord of all in heaven. Things may 
and must differ in their use, yet they should all be used according to 
the will of God. Men may, and must differ in their employments, 
yet they should all act for the same end as the dutiful servants of God 
in the proper and religious performance of their several callings. 

Preachers of the gospel should live wholly unto God in one partic- 
ular way, in preaching, in prayer, ministration of the sacraments and 
a careful attention to the welfare of souls and the prosperity of God’s 
church. Men of other employments are as much bound as the ser- 
vants of God to live entirely to him in their several employments in 
life. When it can be shown that men may be vain, covetous, worid- 
ly minded or proud inthe exercise of their common business, then it 
will be allowable for preachers to indulge the same tempers in their 
sacred profession. Truly these tempers are more odious and criminal 
in ministers of the gospel who, besides their baptismal vow, have a 
second time devoted themselves to God to be his servants; not in the 
common affairs of human life, but in the most sacred and spiritual of- 
fice, to minister in holy things, and who should, therefore, keep them- 
selves as separate and different from the common life of other men, 
as a church or an altar should be kept separate from houses and tables 
of common use. Yet as all christians are by their baptism devoted 
to God, and made professors of holiness, so are they all in their sev- 
eral employmeuts, bound to live as holy and heavenly persons, doing 
every thing in such a manner and for such ends that God may be glo- 
tified. Forthings temporal and spiritual, common and sacred, should 
like men and angels, like earth and heaven, all conspire in the glory 
of God. 

To make our labors and employments in common life acceptable to 
Gud, they must be performed or carried on with the same temper and 
disposition as we should have in giving alms or in our prayers. For, 
if we are to “ use this wozld as if we used it not,” if we are to “ pre- 
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sent our bodies a livingsacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God,”’ then it 
is necessary thatthe common way of our life in every state, be made 
to glorify God, by such tempers as we should have when we would go 
into the closet, in our families, or in public to offer our prayers to God. 
For, if we are earthlyminded in our employments; if we are carried 
on with vain desires and covetous tempers only to satisfy ourselves, 
or the pride and vain desires of our hearts; we can no more be said 
to live to the glory of God, than gluttons and drunkards can be said 
to eat and drink to the glory of God. 

As the holiness of christianity consecrates all states and employ- 
ments of life unto God, as it requires us to aspire unto universal obe- 
dience, doing and using every thing as the servants of God; so are 
we especially bound to observe this religious exactness in the use of 
our estates and fortunes. 

The reason of this will at once appear plain if we would only con- 
sider that our estates are the gift of God: for ‘‘ the earth and the ful- 
ness thereof are the Lord’s.’’ We, therefore, have no more right to 
throw away our money, than we have to put out our eyes or cut off 
our limbs. There are several important reasons why we should be re- 
ligiously exact in the use of our estates. 

First. Because the manner of using our money or spending our 
estates, enters so far into the business of every day, and makes so 
great a part of our common life, that our life must be much of the 
same nature as our common way of spending our estates. If reason 
and rellgion govern us in this, then reason and religion have great 
hold of us; bat if humor, pride and fancy be the measure of spending 
our money, then these tempers of mind will have the direction of 
the greatest part of our life. 

Secondly. Another great reason for devoting all our estates to right 
uses is this; it is capable of being used to the most excellent purpo- 
ses, and is so great a means of doing good. If we waste it we do 
not waste a trifle that signifies little; but we waste that which might 
be made as eyes to the blind, as a husband to the widow, as a father 
to the orphan. We waste that which would not only enable us to 
minister worldly comforts to those who are in distress, but that which 
under God, might save souls from the damnation of hell. So that, if 
we part with our money in foolish ways, we part with a great power 


to do our fellow creatures good in this life, and of promoting their 
happiness and own in the world to come. If we waste our mo- 
ney we are not only guilty of wasting a talent which God has given 
+ that useless, which is so power- 


us; we are only guilty of makin 
] + good, but we d selves this further harm, we 


ful a me 


turn th into a powerful means of corr: >ting ourselves: 
? 


spent.n the supporto 
I : ri 


because, lar as itis spent wrong, so lar it Is 
some wrong temper, in gratifying some vain and unreasonabie desire in 
conforming to the fashions and pride of the world, whichas christians 
and reasonable persons we are bound to renounce. 

Money if not used strictly according to reason and religion, can- 


not only be tritled away, but will betray people into greater follies, and 
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make them live a more extravagant and wicked life than they could 
without. You must therefore, no more conform to these ways of the 
world, than you must conform to the vices of the world. You must 
no more spend with those who idly spend their money as their own 
humor leads them, than you may drink with the drunken or indulge 
yourself with the epicure. Because a course of such excess is no 
more consistent with a life of charity, than excess of drinking is con- 
sistent witha life of sobriety. When therefore, any one tells you of 
the lawfulness of costly apparel, or the innocency of pleasing yourselt 
with costly satisfactions, only imagine they would tell you, you need 
not do works of charity, that Christ does not require you to do good 
to your poor brethern as unto him, and then you will see the wicked- 
ness of such advice: for, to tell you, that you may live in such expenses 
as will hinder you from giving to the poor, or sending the gospel to 
the destitute and heathen, is the same thing as tw tell you that you 
need not have any care about such good works themselves. There- 
fore we cannot please God in any state or employment, whether eat- 
ing, drinking, buying or wearing apparel, or any thing else, but by 
devoting it to his glory. 

II. Persons of all orders and ranks in society are under obligation 
to devote themselves unto God. 

We shall now show that this regularity of devotion, this holiness 
of common life, this religious use of every thing which we have, ar 
obligations or duties whichrest upon all orders of people. 

All will acknowledge that it is the duty of all men in whatever rank 
they may stand, to be strictly honest and faithful. There is no excep- 
tion to be made in these duties for any private or particular state ol 
life. 

If we would attend to the nature and reason of things, if we would 
consider the nature of God and the situation of man; we would see a 
necessity for all the graces, or religious tempers of the christian life; 
for it is as absurd to suppose that one man must be exact in all reli- 
gious duties, and another needs not, as to suppose one must be hon- 
est and another needs not. 

Christian humility, sobriety, and devotion are as great and neces- 
sary parts of a christian life as justice and honesty. On the other 
hand, pride, sensuality and covetousness are as great disorders of the 
soul, and as-contrary to God’s will or nature as cheating and lying. 

These gross crimes at first view appear to be greater sins, because 
they are so hurtful to civil society and are so severely punished iy 
human laws: but if we consider mankind ina higher view, as God's 
order of rational beings, who are to glorify him by the right use of 
their reason and conforming to his holy will in all things: we will find 
that every temper or disposition which is contrary to reason and op- 
poses God’s ends and designs is sinful in man and odious to God. 
This will show us thatthe sin of sensuality, like the sin of dishonesty 
renders us Objects of the divine displeasure. Nothing therefore can 
be more absurd than to imagine; that because we are private persons 
who have taken upon us no special charge or employment in life, 
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that therefore we may live more at large, indulge our appetites and be 
less careful of the duties of religion. Because, he who abuses his rea- 
son, who indulges himself in lust and sensuality, and neglects to act 
the wise and reasonable part of a christian, has every thing in his life 
to render him hateful to God. Iftherefore you rather choose to live 
in lust and sensuality than to injure your neighbor in his goods;. you 
have made no better a provision for the favorofGod or the salvation 
of your soul, than he who chooses rather to rob a house than to rob 
achurch. For, the abusing of our nature is as great a disobedience 
as the injuring of our neighbor; and he who wants piety towards God 
has done as much to damn himself as he who wants love towards men. 
Every argument therefore which proves it necessary for all men in 
all stations of life to be exact or honest in all their dealings with men 
proves itequally necessary for all men in all stations of life to be truly 
religious and to do all thingsin such a manner as ts suitable to the 
glory of God. 

Another argument to prove that all orders of men are under ob- 
ligation to be thus holy and devout in their common life in the use of 
every thing which they enjoy, may be taken from our obligations to 
prayer. It is granted, that prayer is a duty which is binding on all 
christians in every state or condition in life; and if we enquire into 
the reason of this, why no state of life is to be exempt from prayer 
we will find it as good a reason why every state of life is to be made 
a state of piety in all its parts. Let us suppose a person to have ap- 
pointed times for praising God, and to be strict in the observation 
thereof. 

Let it be supposed, also, thatin his common life he isrestless and 
uneasy, full of murmurings and complaints at every thing, never 
pleased but as his fancy happens to carry him; having something to 
dislike in every thing with which he meets. Can you conceive ot 
any thing more absurd and unreasonable than such a character as this? 
Is such a person to be reckoned thankful to God, because he has these 
forms of praise? Nay, is it not certain that such forms of praise must 
be so far from being acceptable devotion to God, that they must be 
an abomination? The absurdity which we see in this, is the same in ev- 
ery other part of our life. If our common life have any contrariety to our 
prayers, it is the same abomination as songs of praise in mouths of 
murmurers. Bended knees whilst you are clothed with pyide; heaven- 
ly petitions whilst you are hoarding up treasures on earth; holy devo- 
tions whilst you live in the follies of the world; prayers of meekness 
whilst your heart is the seat of spite and resentment; hours of prayer 
whilst you give up days and years to idle diversions, impertinent vis- 
its and foolish pleasures are as absurd and unacceptable to God as 
forms of thanksgiving from a person who lives in repining and dis- 
content. Unless the common course of our lives be according to 
the common spirit of our prayers our prayers are so far from beinga 
real and sufficient degree of devotion that they become an empty 
lip-labor, or what is worse a notorious hypocrisy. Seeing therefore, 
we are to make the spirit and temper of our prayers the common spir- 
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it and temper of our lives; this may serve to convince that all chris- 
tians are to labor and aspire after the same utmost perfection of the 
christian life. 

For, as all christians are to use the same holy and heavenly devo- 
tions, as they are all to pray with the same earnestness forthe spirit of 
God:so is it a sufficient proof that all orders of christians are, to the 
utmost of their power, to make their life correspond with that spirit 
for which they are all to pray. 

A soldier, ora tradesman is not called to minister at the altar or 
preach the gospel; but every soldier or tradesman is as much bound 
to be devout, humble, holy and heavenly minded in all the parts of 
his common life asa preacher of the gospel is bound to be zealous 
faithful and laborious in all parts of his profession: all this, for this one 
plain reason, that allshould pray for the same holiness and divine 
tempers, and strive under God to be fit forthe same heaven. The 
merchant is no longe rto hoard up treasures on earth; the soldieris no 
longer to fight for earthly glory; the great scholar is no longer tu pride 
himself in depths of science: but they should all with one spirit 
‘count all things but loss for the excellency ofthe knowledge of Christ 
Jesus.”’ 

The fine lady must teach her eyes to weep and be clothed with hu- 
mility. The gentleman must exchange the gay thoughts of wit and 
fancy for a ‘‘broken and contrite heart,’ servants must consider their 
service as done unto God. Masters must consider their servants as 
the purchase of Christand treat them as creatures bound with them- 
selves to the bar of God. 

Young ladies should devote themselves to piety, prayer, self denial 
and all good works; they have no choice of anything but ths. They 
may choose a married or single life; but it is not left to their choice 
whether they will make either state, a state of holiness. 

They are not to consider how much religion may secure them a fair 
character, or how they may add devotion to a vain and giddy life; but 
must look into the spiritand temper of their prayers, into the natur 
and end of christianity; and then they will find that whether married or 


unmarried they have but one business upon their hand to be wise and 


holy; not in litt > mode and forms of wo hip but in the Wh oletem- 
per of their minds, in the whol of their behaviour and in the daily 
course of their common life. \ ing men must Consider what our 
blessed Saviour said to th oung man inthe ge pel ell 

thou hast ar ive to the poor. Though this text may 1 

all men to | all they have; yet it certainly requires ¢ men yo em- 
ploy all th estates in suc e, reasonable ane ¢ it e® bay 
may ufl t Snoy ] h ve is ¢ if 
and that no fit i be in needless, vain 

expens . l ) in nen opose 1o I mis r 
worldly pleasure and indulgence; if they spend their estates in high 
living, in luxu id intemperance, in equipage and diversi and 


— 2 a} } ‘ . | 
such like gratifications otf their passions: they have as much re ym te 


look upon themselves to be angels as to be living to the glory ol God. 
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Let them be assured that it should be the one only business of 
christian young men to distinguish themselves by good works, to be 
eminent in the sublime virtues of the gospel, to be friends and patrons 
to all, to be wise and holy, and show through the whole course of 
their life, a true religious greatness of mind. They should aspire after 
such a gentility as they might have learned from seeing the blessed 
Saviour, and show no other spirit than they might have learned by liv- 
ing with the holy Apostles. They mnst learn to Jove God, and re- 
collect, at all times that without holiness no man shall see the Lord 

Thus in all orders and conditions, either of men or women, this is 
the one common holiness which should be the common life of all 
people. They must strive to glorify God in all they do, in any and 
every station in life, whether they be old or young, high or low, rich 
or poor, bond or free, all, a// are bound to glorify God here that they 
may enjoy him hereafter. 

III. Devotion affords the greatest enjoyment of the presentlife and 
of the life to come. 

Some people will, perhaps, object that all these rules of living unto 
God in all which we do, are too great a restraint upon human life; that 
it willbe made too anxious a state by thus introducing a regard to 
God in all our actions, and that by depriving ourselves of so many 
seemingly innocent pleasures, we shall render our lives dull, uneas) 
and melancholy. To which it may be answered, 

First. That these rules are prescribed for, and will certainly pro- 
cure a quite contrary end Instead of rendering our lives dull and 
melancholy, they wi!! fill them with content and strong satisfaction. 

By these rules we only change the childish satisfactions of our vain 
and sickly passions for the solid enjoyments and real happiness of a 
sound mind. 

Secondly. That as there is no foundation for comfort in the enjoy- 
ments of this life but in the assurance that a wise and good God gov- 
erns the world; so the more we find out God in every thing, the more 
we apply to him in every place, the more we look up to him in all our 
actions, the more we conform to his will; by so much the more do we 
enjoy God, partake of the divine nature and increase all which is hap- 
py in human life. 

Thirdly. He who is endeavoring to subdue and root out of his 
mind all those passions of pride, envy and ambition which religion 
opposes, is doing more to make himselfhappy, even in this life, than 
he who is contriving means to indulge them. [If religion forbid all 
instances of revenge it is because all revenge is of the nature of poi- 
son; and though we do not take so much as to put an end to life, yet, 
if we take any it corrupts the whole mass of blood and makes it diffi- 
cult to be restored to our former health. 

If religion commands an universa! charity; to love our neighbour 
as ourselves, to forgive and pray for all our enemies; it is because all 
degrees of luve are degrees of happiness and sirengthen the soul and 
make it more fit for the service and enjoyment of God, and is as ne- 
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cessary to the health and happiness of the soul, as food is to the health 
and happiness of the body. 

{freligion has laws against laying up treasures on earth, and com- 
mands us to be content with food and raiment; it is because every 
other use of the world is abusing it to our own hurt, and turning all 
such blessings into snares and traps to destroy us. Itis because this 
simplicity of life will keep us from restless pride and envy, and make 
it easier to walk that narrow road which leads to life eternal. If re- 
ligion says “sell what thou hast and give it to the poor,”’ it is because 
there is no other reasonable use of our riches, no other way of making 
ourselves happier for them. 

For if a man have more than is necessary to render him comfort- 
able how uureasonable ig it to inventfoolish ways to waste it rather 
than give to his fellow creatures who need it. It isso far therefore 
from being a hard Jaw of religion to make this use of our riches, that 
a reasonable man should rejoice in that religion which teaches him to 
be happier in that which he gives away, than in that which he keeps 
for himself. 

If religion calls us to a life of watching and prayer, it is because we 
live among a crowd of enemies, and are always in need of the assis- 
tance of God. 

Ifreligion' commands us to live wholly unto God and do all to his 
glory itis because every other way is living against ourselves and will 
end in our own shame and eternal destruction. As every thing 1s 
dark which God does not enlighten, as every thing is senseless which 
has not its share of knowledge from him, as nothing lives but by par- 
taking of life from him, as nothing exists but because he commands it 
to be: so there is no glory or greatness, but what is the glory or 
greatnes of God. Would you see how happy they are who live accor- 
ding to their own will, who will not submit to a life devoted to God, 
look atthe man in the parable, to whom his Lord had given one tal- 
ent. He could not bear the thought of using his talent according to 
the will of his lord, therefore he chose to make himself happy in a way 
ofhisown. He said ‘‘Lord I know thee that thou art an hard man, 
reaping where thou hast not sown and gathering where thou hast not 
strewed; and I was afraid and went and hid thy talent in the earth 
lo! there thou hast what is thine.”’ Here you see how happy this man 
made himself by not acting according to his lord’s will. 

Agreeably to his own account it was a happiness of murmuring and 
discontent; he says thou wastan hardman. It was a life of fears and 
apprehensions. ‘I was afraid.” It was a life of fruitless toil; for he 
labored to Aide the talent and not improve it. 

This is the happiness of all those who look at alife of religion to be a 
dull and melancholy state. They may live a while free from the re- 
straints of religion; but instead thereof they must be under the govern- 
ment of their own foolish passions. They may avoid doing good, or 
spending their time and money to the glery of God; but they will have 
labour and pains, which tend to no use or advantage to themselves or 
others. 























EXTENT OF CHRISTIAN DUTY. 


They must labor to Aide their talent, and then at their Lord’s com- 
ing, be convicted out of their own mouth and the justice of God 
manifested in their eternal condemnation. This will be the end of all 
those who avoid the strictness of religion in order to live happily. On 
the other hand, see the happiness of one whosélife is rightly devo- 
ted to God. Look at the man in the parable, to whom his lord gave 
five talents. In obedience to his lord he improved his talents, spent 
his life in obedience, no complaining, no murmuring; his life was 
one of fruitfulness, the five became ten talents. His Jord said unto 
him, ‘* Well done thou good and faithful servant, enter thou into the 
joy of the Lord.”” Here is an end worth laboring for—happiness 
lasting as eternity. 

As the case of these men in the parable left them no other choice 
but to be happy in using their gifts according to their lord's direction 
or miserable by using them according to their own humors; so chris- 
tianity leaves us no other choice. 

All which we have, all that we are, all which we enjoy, are so many 
talents from God. If we use them to the ends of a pious and holy 
life, our five talents will become ten, for our labor is not in vain in the 
Lord. Thus it is, a strict attention to religion is calculated to give 
contentment in this life, and eternal happiness beyond the grave. 


APPLICATION. 


Though it is as reasonable to suppose it the desire of every chris- 
tian to arrive at the greatest religious enjoyment, as to suppose that 
all sick men Cesire to be restored to health; yet experience proves 
that nothing wants more to be pressed, repeated, and forced upon 
our minds than the plainest rules of christianity. That which is here 
pressed upon all, is a life of strict devotion, which I think has been 
sufficiently shown to be equally the duty and hapiness of all. 

But in this polite age of ours we have so lived away the true spirit of 
devotion that many seem afraid even to be suspected of it. They are 
ready to think that this kind of devotion is an evidence of weakness, 
and to have influence as professors with the world, they must conform 
in some good degree to the ways of the world, thus virtually making 
void the commandments of God. But brethren, just in proportion as 
we lower the standard of practical piety we lose our moral strength. 
It is true while we are in the world we must eat and wear, but we 
should in all that we do, show that we have a regard for God. If all 
who profess religion would do thus there would not be so much 
complaint that they have no money to give for religious purposes. 
The same God who has said the gospel shall be preached in all the 
world fora witness, has ordained that they that preach the gospel, 
shall live of the gospel. 

Dear brethren, for this we all pray; then let us live so that the hap- 
py time maycome. For what does it signify that we pray thus, if our 
lives do not correspond with our prayers? May God help his people 
#0 to pray and so to live that he can consistently hasten that happy 
day. 
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A BRIEF SKETCH, 


OF THE CHARACTER AND PREACHING OF THE LATE REV. aLEXAN- 
DER CHAPMAN. 


[By Rev. David Lowry. | 


In perusing the lives of good and great men we are anxious to trace 
back their footsteps till we arrive at the first that was taken which led 
to their eminence. The writer regrets that in the discharge of the 
duty indicated by the head of this article he will not be able to gratify 
this laudable curiosity. An humble effort merely to rescue from obli- 
vion the memory of one dear to him, and dear to the Cumberland 
Presbyterian church, is all that he promises. This attempt he would 
gladly decline had he any assurance that it would be undertaken by 
any other pen. He is convinced that a little time and labor might 
collect suitable materials for an interesting memoir of the individual 
named above, but it has been out of his power to do it. 


The Rev. AtexanpeR CHAPMAN was the first preacher of the Cum- 
berland Presbyterian church the writer ever saw, and he delivered the 
first sermon he ever heard after he became old enough to distinguish 
the text from the discourse. During the first five years of my ministry, 
his house was my home, where I often retreated from the toils of the 
circuits, sometimes sick, and found all that kindness and hospitality 
which my situation required. 

Personal recollection enables me to say that he was blessed with 
early religious training, but made no profession of religion till grown 
up to manhood. The precise date is not in the possession of the 
writer. It was, however, in the great revival which commenced about 
the beginning of the present century. He entered the ministry about 
the time the late Rev. William Harris did, and labored with him in 
much harmony and love till the day of his death. Mr. Harris preach- 
ed his funeral sermon from Acts 11:24, “ For he was a good man, and 
full of the Holy Ghost, and much people was added unto the Lord.” 
They generally attended campmeetings together, and no preachers of 
the church were more successful in winning souls to Christ. 

For many years these brethren were in the habit of intimate cor- 
respondence; a few extracts of letters written by Mr. Chapman are 
here subjoined. 


** October 23d, 1811. Dear Brother: I desire to keep up a correspondence with 
you. I have not heard from you since we parted, but hope the Lord will permit us 
to meet soon, and that we shall have good news to impart, not only of his dealings 
with our own souls, but the conversion of our neighbors. 

My family have been much afflicted. I have not been able to preach since you 
saw me—have an appointment next Sabbath, but think it doubtful whether I can 
attend. My wife and little son, are still confined to bed. 

Write me soon, and if possible send an appointment to our meeting house to 


preach.”” 
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LATE REV. 


In the same year ™ writes: 


‘* 1 am now on my way from a sacramental meeting, at Salem, Livingston co., 
Ky., where th« Lord was present in great power. There was little opposition. 
Christians were happy, and eight sinners professed religion. 

But oh, brother, the harvest is great, and laborers few. There were persons at 
the meeting from Hendersonville and above the mouth of Green river. They are 
inxious for preaching, and after hearing their pressing soleitations, I gave them an 
appointment for a two days meeting, and hope it will be in your power to accompa 
ny me. 

Brother Finis Ewing’s campmeeting will embrace the second Sabbath in J 
He wishes you by all means to atte: .” 

Hendersonville was near one hundred miles from brother Chap- 
man’s, and Salem still further. He had just settled in the woods, and 
at that time was without assistance on his farm. The following anec- 
dote may serve to explain his difficulties in leaving home. He had 
engagements to preach at several places beyond the limits of his 
neighborhood. The time for setting out drew near, but owing to un- 
favorable weather he had failed to place his crop in a condition that 
would justify his absence. One morning just after rising from his 
knees in family prayer, two men appeared at the door wishing to pur- 
chase corn, and having no money offered labor in payment. A bar 

gain was struck, they entered the field with the preacher at their head, 
and the difficulties in the way of his leaving home, were soon remo- 
ved. 


The following is also dated in 1811: 





camp meeting in Christian county. Never have I seen a m« 
. Twenty-five professed religi n. Othat the Lord would r 
k over the wor d. I hope to see you at my camp meeui commend 
. Influence as many as you can to come with you. May the Lord 
make it t happy season of his grace.”’ 


Those were days that tried men’s souls. To unite with a small sect 
every where spoken against, and consecrate powers of intellect which 
might have figured in one of the learned and lucrative professions, 
and sacrifice time that could have been applied to the promotion of 
domestic comfort, required, to say the least, a temper of mind net na- 
tural to the human heart. 


* Nov. 13, 1813. Dear Brother: I am now at Mr. John Tigert’s, on my way 
from Pilot Knob, where we had a most glorious meeting. Sally - li obtau 
d the full evidence of her sins forgiven, and professed Christ before the whole « 
gregation I staid at her father’s last night. She related to m« me experience nd 
| have no doubt of her religion. The old gentleman on hearing what God had di 
for his daughter, was induced to relate what he had done for him also. It seems 
1at he professed religion many years ago, but a portion of the time since has been 
in a cold, backslidden state, in view of which he has felt deep convictions, and thinks 


he has obtained pardon 

Oh how easy for a christian to stain his garment, but how hard in the estimation 
of the world to wipe that stain away. 

I have before me yours of th » 12th instant, giving the pleasing account of you 
meeting. O brother, let us never eonaigl 1in of hardships, while God is thus blessing 
out labors. The news from Duck river is most cheering. Let it not excite pride, 
but produce deep humility. 

Mr. William Howard, who lives near me, died a few d: Ays ago in full prospect of 
heaven, I have rarely witnessed so extraordinary a death,’ 


“ Sep, 9, 1816. I received a letter from brother Ewing a few days agq, He can- 
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not attend our camp meeting at the Knob, but prays that God may be with us, 
which will be far better. 

On Sabbath morning next, I set out on my first round on the circuit. Pray that 
God may be with me, and make me useful. pd a influence to get brother 


Lewis to attend pena 3 meeting at Pilot Knob, and bring with you all the pray- 
ing people and converted sinners you can. May (sod bring us up in the Spirit of 
our Divine Master.” 

It issometimes said that camp meetings have ceased to be asefal; at 
least they are not so much soas formerly. May it not be possible that 
the cause is not in the meetings, but owing to a want of the spirit 
among preachers and christians generally of 1816. Then preachers 
went up trembling. Then christians went up not to feast and enjoy 
social pleasure, butto weepand pray. And weep and pray they did, 
and God was with them. 

* Jan. 12, 1817. I amto-night at Mr. John T——’s. Yesterday [ preached at 
Mr. Stevenson’s toa large congregation. Appearances were encouraging. To-day 
the Lord was with us in power. 

I received your letter containing an appointment for my neighborhood. We shal! 
wait with anxiety to see you. Remember me at a Throne of Grace. I find many 
objections to my heart.” 

This last sentence contains a trait in the christian character which 
is unknown to the hypocrite—an objection to the heart. Outward 
-onduct is alone regarded by him. while the heart is permitted to have 
its own way, and never complained of. 

‘*May 5, 1819. It is by no means certain that I shall be able to attend the annu 
al meeting of our Bible Society in Hopkinsville. I have to-day, from a fall received 
an injury in my back, which threatens to be serious. If I think it safe, however, to 
attempt such a journey, I shall go. I wish, however, that you and the rest of the so 
ciety would consent to erase my name from the Board of Directors, and permit m 
to remain as a private member.”” 

Hopkinsville was near seventy miles from the residence of Mr. 
Chapman, yet he made it a matter of conscience to travel that dis- 
tance to sustain and promote the Bible cause. Whether his example 
on this subject as presented more than a score of years since, is imita- 
ed by his brethren in 1846, is left for others to decide. 

In the same letter he adds: 





* IT returned yesterday morning from a Methodist campmeeting. We had inde 
good meeting About thirty professed religion, and many left the ground witi 
roken hearts. Christians enjoyed much of the power of religion, and the ut 
ost harmony prevailed. I enjoyed the meeting myself as well as any I have at 
ided in along time. O that the spirit of party were destroyed, and all the lovers 


’ Christ bound together in the spirit of the rospel.’? 

The writer adds his most cordial amen to this prayer. The spirit 
of party is too much the spirit of our age, and is dividing the sacra- 
mental host of God’s elect, and paralysing their energies, as well as 
causing the ungodly to look on with derision and scorn. The re- 
sources of the churches ere applied, not to the spread of the gospe! 
but to the support of party. The best talents of the ministry are en- 
gaged, not in the defence and promotion of our common christianity 
but in urging the claims of some darling peculiarity, having but litt 
relation to the world’s salvation; for amid all the zeal to sustain and 
inculcate it, the advocates professedly believe that every child of Ad- 
am could be saved without ever hearing of it. 
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The writer has often been astonished to hear men, and as he believ- 
ed good men, advocating the utility of the present great variety of 
sects to the world—that they stimulate each other, &c. Were the 
promotion of religion a mere commercial concern, the position would 
be plausible. But it never was intended that the low and selfish pas- 
sions of man should be appealed to for the purpose of inducing chris- 
tian effort. ‘The love of Christ constraineth us,”’ said an apostle. 
Had mere commercial competition been necessary to call forth the 
energies of Christ’s disciples, is it not probable that he would have 
organized an ample number of parties before he left the world. 
Would he have prayed thatthe church might remain one? Would the 
apostles have uttered the same prayer. If aspirit of rivalry be neces- 
sary to the best interests of religion, how shall we account for those 
mighty efforts put forth by the first christians for the world’s conver- 
sion, when there was but one church. 

Secession may and has become necessary in case of degeneracy on 
the part of the mother church; still the vital parts of dead bodies when 
severed therefrom, ought not to be arrayed against each other, but 
merge their interests, and become one. 

It is easier I know, to write and preach against the evil in question 
than to prescribe the appropriate remedy. To adjust the little sacri- 
fices of peculiarity preparatory to amalgamation, is not the work of 
a day; yet the writer hazards the opinion that such a state of things 
must take place previous to the world’s conversion. Conventions 
may be convened, and you may call them by what name you please 
and eloquent speeches may be made on the beauties of christian love 
and union, and the alarm of popery sounded loud and long; sull while 
you rob the heathen to build four or five churches in a little village, 
when one would do, and tax the community to support preachers that 
should be in China or laboring in waste places of Zion at home, al! 
will be unavailing. Every revival of religion in the village will end in 
contention for members—each party tempted to attach undue impor- 
tance to his own peculiarities to induce persons to join them. A vol- 
ume might be written on this subject, but I must desist. 





**Dec. 23, 1823. I received yours by the politeness of Mr. Hodge. I am sorry t 
hear H. is in difficulty with §."—[S. belonged to another denomination, |—** but his 
influence is not sufficient to injure us. In the neighborhood of ——— when | was 
there, he injured himself by trying to excite his people against us. 

1 rejoice to hear that bros. Franceway and Downey are well received, and thas 
they are spiritual and useful. May the Lord continue to be with them, and m 
ind all of our preachers, and with all who love the Lord Jesus Christ.”’ 

This is certainly the spirit of the first christians. When Barnabas 
visited ‘‘ Antioch, and saw the grace of God’’ bestowed upon the dis- 
ciples of Christ, ‘‘ he was glad,” although he had no hand in then 
conversion. There have been instances of men greatly blessed in 
their labors becoming jealous of those whom they regarded as thei 
rivals. But so soon as this spirit takes possession of their bosoms 
Ichabod may be written upon their pulpits. 

It is sometimes the case too, that young preachers who have been 
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blessed with an education and early training superior to some of their 
fathers in the ministry, grow proud at seeing their pulpit efforts ad- 
mired above the discourses of those whom they regarded but yester 
day as their instructors. On the other hand, it is possible for old men 
to feel in the rear of the age, and become jealous at seeing the grow- 
ing popularity of their sons in the ministry. This is all wicked in the 
sight of the Great Head of the church. Preach your best every time 
you enter the sacred desk; but if your brother or son in the gospel 
can still preach better, rejoice that the truth has more able advocates 
| than you. Ifa young man, and find yourself in possession of abil- 
ities to attract the attention of the multitude, let humility take pos- 

session of your heart rather than pride; and whenever you see gray “a 
hairs in the ministry, still remember that that head contains knowledge r 
which experience alone can impart to you. 

The subject of this memoir was uniform and constant in attending 
the judicatures of the church, and but few men exerted a stronger in- 
fluence in council. He was distinguished for the purity of his mo- 
tives. Nothing like double-dealing ever appeared in his conduct to 
gain a point. His apparent object was always his real one--~always 
open and honorable. 

He was social in feeling, and a sweet companion, and his company 
was desired by all hisbrethren. Noone could be with him long with- 
out feeling that he was the man whom “ Jesus loved.’’ ’ 

His manner in the pulpit was universally admired, imperfect imita- 
tions of which are new to be seen in the actions of many of our young 
preachers. He was truly a natural orator. The dry rules of rhetoric 
had little to do with his jestures. They were natural and graceful - 
emanating from the feelings of his heart. His voice was full, melodi 
ous and subduing. The spirit of Christ was in him—it beamed from 
his eyes, and breathed from his lips. There was nothing labored o1 
far-fetched in his discourses; one universal air of seriousness pervaded 
them, and he seldom closed without leaving his congregation in tears. 

He dwelt much, and with great discrimination upon the evidences 
of personal purity. This indeed was one of his peculiarities as a 
preacher, and a department in which he greatly excelled. 

His private life fully corresponded with what he taught in the pul- 
pit. No preacherever enjoyed more of the confidence of his neigh- 
bors. Jn his intercourse, the gentleinan, in the true sense of the 
term, was blended with the christian—always ready to act on sul 
of geveral interest, and to advise and fee! where religious sympathy 
was needed, yet sufficiently reserved to avoid the imputation of being 
a “ busy body in other men’s matters.”’ 
| In his family much of the beauty and heavenly simplicity of religion 
appeared. Evening and morning the family, including servants, were 
convened for devotion, when a portion of scripture was read, a hymn 
sung, and prayer offered. The father was not a man of smiles and 
kindness abroad, and churlish, abrupt in speech, and cruel at home, 
but maintained a perfect correspondence between his public and do- 
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mestic character. While he avoided that little foolish indulgence— 
that misplaced and miscalled tenderness which has been the ruin of 
nota few children, he was equally averse to that tyrannical exercise 
of authority which destroys all respect for family government. 

Two of Mr. Chapman's sons are for their age promising ministers 
of the gospel, and the rest of his children profess religion. A most 
lovely daughter some years previous to the death of her father, lefi 
the world mm the full triumphs of faith. She professed religion when 
quite a child. 

The writer would here refer to the results of religious training in th 
family of this good man as a contradiction of that infidel sentiment 
that children are better wiihout than wi/A religious restraint and in- 
Struction. 

The name of brother Chapman will long remain dear to many con- 
gregations both in and out of the bounds of the Presbytery of whict 
he was a member. It is believed he was the means of the first per- 
manent religious influence ever felt in the town of Russellville. I: 
connexion with the late Rev. Wm. Harris, he held a campmeeting 
near that place some thirty years ago. At that meeting the Rev. H 
A. Hunter was converted through the instrumentality of the subject 
of this memoir. The lamented Alexander Downey also obtained re- 
ligion at the meeting. Those young men both lived in Russellville 

nd returned home with the power of religion. A few weeks subs: 

quently, the late Rev. Finis Ewing preached at Russellville, in th 
house of Mrs. Hunter, mother of the young man lately converted 
At the close of the sermon the serious were invited to be prayed for 
It is said the floor was literally covered with the anxious. A revival 
of religion immediately ensued in town, 

Brothers Chapman and Harris for many years attended several camp- 
meetings together in the state of Indiana, where they planted church- 
es that will long remember them. 

Mr. Chapman was also one among the first missionaries sent to 
Pennsylvania, where he preached with much success, and subsequent- 
ly with father Harris and others organized the first Presbytery es 
constituted by his Church in that state. 

He settled in the neighborhood in which he died previous to his 
heing licensed to preach. He found that country a complete mora 
waste, but left it a beautiful garden of God. 

The exercises of his death bed are not known to the writer, not 
having visited the neighborhood, or conversed on that subject with 
any who attended him, in his last moments. 

Among the ministers remaining in the church there may be thos« 
who surpass him in literary attainments, but ip the varied knowledge 
necessary to the discharge of the ordinary duties of a preacher, so at 
to win souls to Christ, he has left but few equals behind him. 

Let the prayers of the church ascend up to the Great Head of Zi- 
on, that he would multiply labourers in his vineyard, so that while 
one falls on the field of our spiritual warfare, two may rise up to take 
his place, and thus the church go on conquering and to conquer til! 
the final and universal triumph shall be achieved. 
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~— REOOLLECTIONS a 


OF THE LATE REV. PHILLIP McDONNALD, 
OF THE CUMBERLAND PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH. 





THERE is something mysterious as well as melancholy in the early 
death of a useful minister of the gospel. The bereavement is felt by 
the church, and can but be regarded as a public calamity to the world 

Whatever may be the reason of the Great Head of the Church for 
thus calling to an early grave those who seemed so well calculated to 
guard and promote the interests of truth, we are not to attribute it to 
a disposition on the part of Deity to afflict his people unnecessarily, 
or to withhold from his cause the requisite imstrumentality. Brilliant 
talents and great usefulness are sometimes perverted and even idolized 
by the church, and this may be thecause of the early removal of very 
successful preachers from the walls of Zion. God will not suffer idol- 
atry on the part of his people to pass unrebuked. It matters not, 
however, whether we can or cannot ascertain the cause, we always 
feel peculiar regret at the death of a great and good man. 

These reflections will naturally arise in the minds of many on see- 
ing the name of the Rev. Philip McDonnald at the head of this article. 

In thus introducing his name to public notice, the writer has been 
prompted by a wish to preserve the memory of one who had but few 
equals for pulpit eloquence in the great valley of the Mississippi. 
He is aware, however, that he is not the man to do justice to the char- 
acter of brother McDonnald, having had but a limited personal ac- 
quaintance with him, and heard him preach but a few times. 

Mr. McDonnald was present at the first campmeeting the writer 
ever attended. He preached every day, and although near thirty 
years ago his appearance, voice, and action in the pulpit are as di» 
tinetly recollected as the occurrences of yesterday. On Monday of 
the meeting, he made his most powerful effort, from the text, ‘‘ Whose 
fan is in his hand,” &c. At the close he appealed to the congrega- 
tion on his knees. A more powerful eflect upon an audience the 
writer never witnessed. He has occasionally seen discourses closed 
in the same way since, but never with the same result. Sometimes he 
has thought injurious impressions were made, and perhaps the audi- 
ence disgusted. And he gives it as his opinion that such a measure 
should never be resorted to unless urged by feelings next to irresista- 
ble. For one preacher to adopt a measure simply because it was seen 
to be useful in the hands of another, is any thing but wise. 


With the parentage and early education of the subject of this no- 
tice the writer has no knowledge. He was converted at e campmee> 
ing among the hills of Cumberland river. The preacher is yet living 
who wept and prayed with him on the memorable night of bis con- 
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version. He told the writer not long since that he felt convinced at 
the time that God had a work for him to do in his vineyard. 

The appearance of brother McDonnald in the pulpit was unusually 
impressive. Ideas and words seemed always at command, while hts 
feelings commanded him at least so far as modulation of voice, jes 
tures, &c. were concerned. His elocution was not boisterous and ve- 
hement, nor was ita theatrical affectation of pathos, but the most na- 
tural and expressive annuneiation of his thoughts and feelingsin a 
voice truly melodious, accompanied by a countenance which changed 
with every vibration of thought and motion. 

The subjoined letter casually fell into the hands of the writer but a 
a few months since, and may be regarded as the means of suggesting 
the foregoing remarks. The letter he thought worth publication, not 
because it exhibits the high order of intellect possessed by the writer, 
for itis a private communication, addressed in haste, and without 
care to a special friend, but because it gives the undisguised feelings 
of the preacher’s heart, in view of the unfruitfulness of his labors. 

It will be seen also from this hasty note of brother McDonnald, 
that in preaching he aimed at the immediate conversion of sinners 
Present results were what he wanted. The minister who thus preach- 
es, rarely, if ever, labors long without seeing more or less of the di- 
vine blessing upon his efforts. But here is the letter. 





** Logan County, Jan. 22d, 1813 

Reverend and Dear Sir: 

I have just come from Mrs. McDowel’s, where I 
tried to preach Christ to a large and attentive congregation. There was some feel- 
ing among the people, ** but the former days were better than these.”’ 

{ am almost worn out preaching, and yet with a sorrowful heart must tell you that 
there has not to my knowledge been a conversion on my circuit for the last two 
months. God have merc y! 

I am waiting with great impatience to receive your list of appointments for this 
circuit. I long to see you and hear you preach. We expect a two day’s meeting 
at Red river meeting house, to commence on the 20th of next month. Help will be 
scarce, and we hope you will attend. If in your power to do so send word to bro 
Chatham Ewing. 

But it is late at night, and a fatigued body bids me lay down my pen and gv to 
bed. Iam yours in the bonds of a peaceful gospel, 


PHILIP McDONNALD 
Rev. William Harris.’ 

It will be seen that this letter was written on the circuit which was 
the theological school of brother McDonnald. He carried his books 
in his saddlebags—read and studied one day, and preached the newly 
acquired ideas the next, and thereby recorded them on his mind. 

In this schoo] most, if not all of the first preachers in the Cumbee 
land Presbyterian church were trained, and the writer doubts whetber 
auy thing has been gained where the itinerating plan of preaching bas 
been discontinued. A system that worked well when the church was 
struggling for life, ought not to be abandoned in haste after her ex 
tence is settled. Your congregations may all have pastors, but is 
your country supplied with congregations, Besides who will go into 























308 LATE REY. PHILIP MCDONNALD. 


~~ ———— 


—_—— — a — 


our border neighborhoods, and be ready to preach the gospel so soon 
ag the emigrant shall erect his cabin? Not the settled pastor, but the 
Adfashioned circuit rider. 

But there are objections to this system. So there were thirty years 
ago, but they were disregarded by the fathers of the church. 

A few general remarks will close this article. 

Yo young men preparing for the ministry I would say, though you 
may dispair of reaching that point of eminence and usefulness attain- 
ed by many of those who have ceased to act in the church below, still 
fix your eye on an elevated model. Nothing so dwarfs the mind, and 
gives a commonplace character to its operations, as to adopt a com- 
won modelin the ministry. Let no acquisition of any given amount 
of knowledge and usefulness satisfy you. 

There is every thing in the state of our country and the world to 
stimulate preachers of this age to the highest efforts of intellect, and 
the most faithful improvement of all the powers they possess. Nations 
are agitated, and signs of revolution abound. May the collision ba 
conGned to mind. Should the present foundations of society be bro- 


ken up, and the social fabric taken down, master spirits and plastie 


hands will be required to rebuild the edifice. In this noble work 
preachers of the gospel must beara part. 

Never has a wider door been open to the spread of truth. The 
ravernment of christian nations is rapidly extending over the pagan 
world, and offering pretection and encouragement to the missional 
of the Cross. Facilities for travelling have brought the world togeth- 
er as one vast neighborhood, while the improved art of printing gives 
wings to thought, and enables mind to act upon mind regardless ¢ f 
distance. Th advantages are equally at the command of mat 
well as truth, and willbe seizec by the enemy of religion, if not 
speedily improved by the church. 

A word on the subject of memoirs of our departed ministers. The 
writer reercts that this matter has been so much neglected. Men of 
a high order of nts, as well as piety, have gone from the walls of 
Zion, and no effort has been made to preserve their memory, and 
transfer their example to posterity except in a brief obituary notice 


published in a newspaper 

Without attempting to point out the cause of this neglect, or th 
loss sustained by the church from it, the writer would suggest the out 
lines of a plan to collect materials to remedy the evil in future. Let 
associations be formed by the religious students of our institutions of 
learning, embracing candidates for the ministry, &c., and make it the 
duty of each member previous to his leaving college, to place in the 
archives of the society, a succinct account of his early education 
youth, &c., up to the period of his leaving the institution. When he 
dies, let the association call on some intimate friend to furnish a 
sketch of his life from the time he left the collegetill his death. Place 
all on permanent record, so that should a memoir ever become des 
rable, the requisite materials will be at command. The association 
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might correspond with preachers and candidates for the ministry not 
counected with college, with a view to the same object. 

One or two thoughts to the church. You have been blessed with 
the toils of great and goud men whv have gone to reap their reward 
in heaven. Long ought they to live in memory, and long will they 
live in the fruits of their labors. It becomes your duty to pray that 
others may be reared up to occupy their place, and that the light of 
Zion may continue to shine with increased brightness ti!! the triumphs 
of the gospel shall spread over all the hills and vales of our own coun- 
try, and over the whole world. 

Vhile you love the doctrines of religion as taught from your pul- 
pits, be careful to love the duties of religion still more. As you 
uumbers increase, and field of operation extends, take care that no 
sectional interests spring up to prevent concentrated effort on gener- 
al subjects. Little streams of benevolence that should fall into a con 
mon current, are sometimes withheld to sustain village and neigh! 
hood interests, and are too often p ‘rmitted to cross each other great 
ly to the injury of the general prosperity of the church. Guard against 
this evil. 


I 


THE DOCTRINE OF REPRESENTATION AND ATONE- 
MENT. 


BY THE EDITOR. 


In theology there are two kinds of representation, social and per 
sonal. Though distinct in their nature, still they are inseparable in 
the earthly fortunes of mankind and in their final alotmeuts. The 


scriptures plainly teach us, that man in every respect, and specifically 
in regard to his eternal destination is placed under a double accoun- 


tability. These two species of accountability | have denominated 


social and personal. If the mind becomes entirely engrossed with 
the former, itis led into antinomian fatalism: if with the latter, it rons 
into an error equally fatal, and denies the imputation of Christ's right- 
eousness to the believer for his justification. It should not thus be 


The defence of one truth should not lead to the destruction of ano- 
ther. 

The social and moral accountability of man evidently contains t 
doctrine of imputation. But this is not inimical to the scriptural priv- 


ciple that men are punished for their personal transgressions, and re- 


warded for their personal virtues. Every man has an individuality of 
his own, and is accountable for hisown conduct. Itis equally true 
that social accountability attaches to each individual. Hence, at may 
be said with propriety that righteousness and sin are transmissibhe 
from one toanother. As I wish tobe perfectly understood, I willen- 
deavor to illustrate the principle stated. The father was a patriot, and 
the son as soon as he was capable of acting, manifested his father's 
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patriotism: and I know that we very naturally attribute it to his per- 
sonal patriotism when we see him developing the noble traits of a pa 
triotic citizen, not thinking that the father’s patriotism affects the son, 
as it affects himsclif. Or thus, the father was a traitor, and the son 
as soon as he was capable of acting, took up the weapons of his f> 
ther’s rebellion—and it is the most natural thing in the world when 
we see him Jed out to an ignominious death, to fix our attention on 
his personal tseason as the cause of this catastrophe, and to forget 
for the time his hereditary taint of blood. Here we have an imputa- 
tion of patriotism and rebellion, but it is not destructive of persona! 
accountability. 

Adam’s relation to his posterity is not merely that of any other pa- 
rent to his offspring; for death reigns over those that have never sin- 
ned after the similitude of Adam’s transgression. In their own per- 
sons infants have committed no actual transgressions; consequently 
have no personal guilt. Yet they die, and death is the sentence of 
the law—*' the wages of sin.’’ For whose sin then do they suffer’ 
For Adam's, and nothing else. ‘‘ By one man sin entered into the 
world, and death by sin, and so death passed upon all men, for that 
all have sinned.”” ‘In Adam all die.’ Rom. 5:12—1 Cor. 15:22. 
Because of the sin of Adam, our ancestor, the whole human race are 
liable todeath. I therefore call him our representative in law. His 
sin has brought all mankind into the same state of sin and death into 
which it brought himself 

The awful fact is not only recorded in the scriptures that the whole 
human family have been brought into a state of sin and death by the 
transgression of Adam: but the great and glorious fact is also record- 
ed, that all may be saved from that state of sin and death through the 
remedial interposition of the Son of God. John 3:16, 17. Rom. 5 
15 to 19. 1 Cor. 15:21,22. Let these facts be admitted, and I an 
not tenacious aboutthe terms by which persons may choose to express 
them. 

If by the disobedience of Adam all the human race are made liable 
to death, by the obedience of Christ all may obtain everlasting life 
If Adam was the representative of all the human family, then 1s 
Christ the representative of all. Through his atonement, by the in- 
fluence of the Holy Spirit, any and every one may be saved. But 
according to the scriptures, no one is saved irrespective of his per- 
sonal agency. Neither the atonement, nor the operation of the Ho- 
ly Spirit supercede personal righteousness. 

To adopt the language of another: ‘I go back to Paradise. I see 
Adam placed under the Jaw, according to which law he is to act for 
his whole race; all of whom are to share in the reward of his righ 
eousness, or the punishment of his disobedience. But does it follow 
that if Adam shall produce the righteousness of the law, then its de 
mands will be absolutely exhausted, and of course cease? Quite the 
reverse. 

The law has an everlasting and indefeasible claim on Adam and 
ail his posterity. If the representative righteousness of the law had 
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been produced by Adam, the consequence would have been the pro- 
nunciation of a sentence of life in respect to him and his posterity: 
just a8 his violation of the law has brought down a sentence of con- 
déemnation on himand them. But the law would have continued to 
demand personal righteousness of all mankind after their justification 
in Adam, justas it continues to demand pereonal righteousness of 
them all, since they have been condemned in Adam.” So it contin- 
ues to demand personal righteousness of those who believe in Christ 
and are justified by the imputation of his righteousness or the merit 
of the atonement, which is the ground of the sinner’s pardon, and is 
capable of saving all, because it is imputable to all, and exhaustless in 
merit. Though depravity, condemnation and death are transmitted 
to the whole human race by the offence of the first representative; yet 
in the economy of grace by the obedience of our second representa- 
tive, the entire race are 1estored to a day of moral probation, and 
have an opportunity of attaining to justification and salvation, by the 
ageocy of the Holy Spirit, and means instituted to overcome the sin- 
ner’s inability, and enable him to put on the justifying righteousness 
of Christ. The gospel which is an economy of grace, originated with 
God, and is therefore of free and sovereign grace. It does not sub- 
vert, but is carried out in man’s agency, and thus secures personal 
accountability. This was recognised by the law; it is maintained 
in the gospel. If any continue and perish under the curse of the 
law, it is because they will not obey the gospel. They finally perish 
because of their own sin, not the sin of their representative. On the 
other hand, such as rely upon and plead the merit of Christ, that mer- 
it is set to their account, and clothed therein, they are accepted with 
God. 

To recapitulate the foregoing, we remark: the doctrine of salvation 
reveaied in the gospel provides aremedy as extensive as the malady 
which it offers toremove. It points to a sovereign antidote in the 
blood of the second Adam, to expel the poison and malignity of the 
ain of the first Adam. 

In his disobedience, Adam was esteemed a public person, represent- 
ing the whole race of mankind. Christ did not suffer as a private 
person, but as a Mediator in behalf of all men. According to the 
scriptures, these two persons are the causes of contrary effects. These 
effects are sin, condemnation and death—righteousness, justification 
and life. As the disobedience of the first Adam is imputed to al) his 
posterity, so the righteousness of the second Adam is imputable to 
the whole race, and is actually imputed to every one who relies upon 
and pleads it in bis behalf. Thus the remedy bears proportion to the 
cause of onrruin. As all are fallen in Adam, the first representative, 
so all may rise by Christ, the second representative. All mankind, 
without exception, have a corrupted nature, and are sinners through 
Adam's transgression of the first covenant: so all mankind withoat 
exception, through the obedience of Christ and by virtue of the new 
covenant, are put into a state of salvation, or into a capacity of be 
coming rigbteous, and of receiving eternal life. None receive from 
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en sovapesclalicelaistasiaceapiaac a he eee ; 
Adam a corrupt nature who may not receive from Christ a justifying 
righteousness. His obedience is more beneficial and powerful to 
save, than Adam’s disobedience is ruinous and destructive. There- 
fore such as continue in their original corruption and condemnation 
do it knowingly and of choice. 


Detay oF THIS No., &c. Our purpose was to have issued the first 
number of 2nd volume by the first of November. But inthis we have 
been disappointed. We had ordered paper of a superior quality in 
due time, and were unwilling to commence without it. This occa- 
sioned the delay. No efforts willbe wanting to have the numbers 
issued regularly each month. Our patrons will receive twelve num- 
bers forthe year. 

Our circulation is not sufficient to enlarge. It is barely enough to 
quit cost at the present size. We hope brethren who have it in their 
power will yenerally help us. 


i= We tender our thanks to those brethren who have contributed 
to our pages, especially are we under obligations to Dr. Beard, bro. 
Lowry and bro. Morrow. We trust they and others will favor us with 
frequent contributions from their pens. 


{The memoir and funeral sermon of Father Harris, by bro. Low- 
ry, will be given in our next number. They would have appeared in 
this butfor the want of sufficient room for both. Also, it is our ex- 
peetation to give in the next the sermon by a member of New Leba- 
non Presbytery. 


i We have received a printed copy of a funeral sermon occasion- 
ed by the death of Mr. Hugh Bone, by Rev. Richard Beard, D. D. 


Correction. —Some typographical errors have passed uncor- 
rected in Dr. Beard’s sermon, contained ita this and the last no 
but none which so materially destroys the sense, as in the following 
instance: 12th no., 284th page, 5th line from the top, the word ‘ par- 
ticle’ should be parade. The like we trust will not occur again. 





iG We are sorry that there is so much ground for the charge of the 
Nashville Christian Advocate against Rev. A. H. Walker, in regard 
to the sermon published in the sixth number of the Medium. Until 
our attention was directed to it by the Advocate, we had never cast an 
eye over Bishop Morrjs’ sermon. 
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THEOLOGICAL MEDIUM, 
A MONTHLY JOURNAL, 
EDITED AND PUBLISHED BY MILTON BIRD. 


TERMS :—Tue Mepivm will be published monthly. Each num- 
ber to contain 24 pages, in octavo form, with a handsome cover, exe- 
cuted in a workmanlike manner, on good paper with new type. 

PRICE to subscribers, ONE DOLLAR, in advance, for one year or 
twelve numbers, forming’a volume cf 288 pages. 

An index and title page will accompany the twelfth number. 

So soon as patronage may justify it, the number of Pag res will be 
increased to 36, making annually a book of 432 pages. This would 
be a large amount of reading matter for $1. 

Ministers and Elders of the Cumberland Presbyterian Church are 
authorised to act as agents for this periodical. 

Pastors in their charges, and itinerant preachers in their circuits 
have it in their power to give us efficient aid and render a valuable 
service to the church. Some are doing this, and we trust others, and 
all will. 

Agents who wish to send us money, or the names of new subseri- 
bers for the Medium, may send by mail, at our risk and expense. 


fizSupposing it would suit subscribers better to have two volumes 
bound in one, we have delayed title page and index to the last num- 
ber of 2nd volume. 


RECEIPTS. 

The following persous have each remitted $1, for the Medium. 

Alabama. C.C. Porter, Joseph Young, Stephen Haynes, James 
O'Neal, J. N. Leftwick, James Wheat, Rev. B. C. Chapman. 

Tennessee. Rev. A. Alexander, H. M. Jones, J. H. Armsworthy, 
Rev. A. J. McGee, Wm. McCarter, T. J. Terry, Jonathan S. Daw- 
son. 

Kentucky. James Russell, W. J. Moore, Rev. Penick, 
Mrs. M. Rucker, Holloway Collice, Phebe Fulks, John Ireland, R. 
Downey Blair. 


Pennsylvania. R. B. Stewart, Rev. James M. Gallaher, Rev. James 
ee ae Day, Dr. Joseph B. Barclay, John Montgomery, 
Rev. Moore, $2. 

aourk B. F. Thomas, John R. Whittsett, Richard Berry, Rev. 


S. L. Edgar. 
Ohio. Rev. Thomas Thomas. 
Indiana. Warren Smith, Rev James Ritchey, John N. Evans, John 
Pringle, Rev. Wm. McCleskey, Rev. G. W. Edmondson. 
Mississippi. James M. Howry 
North Carolina. Rev. W. S. Langdon. 
Illinois. Wm. Hardin, Rev. Daniel R. Bell. 
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